
The Transfiguration of Jesus

(Matthew 17:1-9)
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Narr: Jesus had been spending time alone with his disciples teaching them 
about the Kingdom of God. He had told them that he was going 
to be killed and this had made them all puzzled and sad.  After 6 
days Jesus picked out Peter, James and John: 

Jesus: We’re going on a journey.   Come with me.
Narr: They set off together, but Jesus seemed to be in a hurry.  He strode off 

ahead of them.
Peter:   What’s the hurry?
James: He’s heading towards that mountain.
John: He won’t go up there it’s too steep and rocky.
Narr: But Jesus did head for the mountain and started to climb.
Peter: Jesus! Jesus!  Where are you going?
Narr: But Jesus didn’t answer, he just kept on climbing. 
James: Come on, we better follow him.
John: But what’s the point?  There’s nothing on  top of a mountain like this!
Narr: Still puzzled they followed Jesus, climbing over rocks and scrambling 

along ridges.  They reached the top and could see Jesus 
standing with his head raised up to heaven.  

Peter: Well what was the point of all this then?
Narr: But suddenly something began to happen.  As they looked at Jesus 

they saw a light.  It was coming from Jesus!  The Light got 
brighter and brighter.  Jesus seemed to be shining, almost as if 
he were on fire.  He was shining like the sun and Peter James 
and John had to shade their eyes. 

Peter: What’s happening?
James: It’s too bright I can’t ….
John: Look! There’s …. There’s !….
Narr: As they looked two other figures appeared with Jesus, they were 

shining just as brightly.  Somehow Peter, James and John knew 
who they were straight away.  In his shock and surprise Peter 
suddenly found that he was speaking. 

Peter: Jesus, it’s good for us all to be here.  If you like we could put up three 
shelters, one for you , one for Moses and one for Elijah.



Narr: Peter didn’t know what he was saying, but what he did 
Know was that in front of him he could see Jesus, shining like 
the sun, and Moses and Elijah who had been taken up into 
heaven hundreds of years before.  It was amazing!  Suddenly 
though a thick cloud came down on the mountain.   Peter, 
James and John could not see each other let alone Jesus and 
Moses and Elijah. 

Peter: What’s happening now?
James: I can’t see anything!
John: Just stand still, we’ll trip on all these rocks if we try to move. 
Narr: And,  as if things weren’t amazing enough already, then they got a 

whole lot more amazing.  A great voice came from the cloud. A 
voice that none of them had heard before but a voice that they 
recognised straight away:  “This is my Son, who I love, with him 
I am well pleased.  Listen to him.”   Peter, James and John were 
terrified because they each knew that they had heard the voice 
of God.  They fell to the ground and covered their faces 
wondering what could possibly happen next.  But then they 
heard another voice. 

Jesus: Come on you lot, we need to get down the mountain before 
dark. 

Narr: They looked up and there was Jesus looking as normal as he always 
did . No shining light, no Moses and Elijah, no great cloud.  Just 
Jesus.  They got up and started to follow him down the 
mountain. 

Jesus:You’ve seen wonderful things today but you won’t understand them 
yet.  Don’t tell anyone about this until the Son of Man has risen 
from the dead. 

Narr: Peter, James and John whispered amongst themselves  
Peter: What does he mean?
James: He’s talked like this before. 
John: Well if you ask me, after today anything could happen, anything!
Narr: And they followed Jesus down the mountain. 
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